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PERISCOPE. 


Nerve-stretching in Paralysis Agitans. —Mobius relates 
the history of a case of paralysis agitans of the hemiplegic type, 
combined with Basedow’s disease. Electrical treatment for ten 
weeks failed to relieve the symptoms of the latter trouble. The 
three nerves of the left arm which were most affected were then 
stretched, but with no permanent relief. Mobius cites six other 
cases where this operation was performed. In one only, that of 
Auerbach ( Deutsch. rued. Wochenschr ., No. 3, 1882), was perma¬ 
nent relief obtained.— Memorabilien , xxviii, No. 3, 1883. 


Obstinate Sciatica Cured by Subcutaneous Nerve¬ 
stretching. —Dr. Fiorani relates the history of a female patient 
aged forty-nine, who had suffered for a long time from sciatica, 
and who was permanently relieved by subcutaneous stretching of 
the nerve. The patient was etherized.— Annali Univer. di Med ’., 
Feb., 1883. 


Nerve-stretching—Neurotomy and “ Arrachement ” in 
the Treatment of Neuralgias.— J. Pean calls attention to an 
additional procedure which he has employed in the surgical treat¬ 
ment of neuralgias. Having exposed the nerve, he stretches it, 
then cuts it, and seizing the central end endeavors to tear it out. In 
the case of small nerves which run in bony canals, such as the 
infra-orbital, inferior dental, etc., he thrusts a hot platinum wire 
into the canal. Six cases are reported illustrating the efficacy of 
this method. The success was not permanent in all cases, and it 
is evident that the method will only apply to the unmixed nerves. 
— Gaz. des hbpit., No. 12, 1883. 


Stretching the Facial Nerve for tic Convulsive.— 
Mr. R. J. Godlee read a paper upon the above subject before the 
Clinical Society of London, on June xst. Two cases of his own 
were reported in which the stretching produced relief for only a 
few months. Mr. Godlee presented a table of thirteen cases in 
which this operation had been tried, and in all but one, with only 
temporary improvement. A patient operated upon by Mr. 
Southam, of Manchester, had remained well for two years. Mr. 
Godlee thought that stretching the facial upon a hook was a 
different thing from stretching the larger nerves upon the finger, 
since in the latter case a central effect could be produced. Three 
other cases were referred to by members of the society in which 
the facial nerve had been stretched with only temporarily good 
results.— Lancet, June 9, 1883. 


Removal of Meckel’s Ganglion for the Relief of Tri¬ 
facial Neuralgia. —Dr. Yanderveer reports two cases of infra- 
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orbital neuralgia in which, as a last resort, he removed Meckel’s 
ganglion, resection of the nerve having failed. In one case the 
relief was permanent (eight years). In the other, the pain 
returned. In this latter case, however, the left eye was diseased, 
and upon its removal the neuralgia ceased.— Med. Record ., June 9, 
1883. 


Paraldehyde as an Hypnotic and Sedative. —Since the re¬ 
ports of Cervello and of Morselli upon this drug, it has been, tried 
by several other observers. 

Albertoni gave it to seven insane patients in large doses (three 
to nine grammes). His results confirm in the main those of 
Morselli.— Riv. di Chim. Med. e Farmac., Feb. and March, 1883. 

Dr. F. J. B. Quinlan has tried it in some cases with satisfactory 
results. Details are not given. It acted like chloral, but had no 
depressing effect .—Medical Press and Circular, May 9, 1883. 

Dr. C. L. Dana tried it upon twelve cases : nine of insomnia, 
one of supra-orbital neuralgia, two of nervous irritability. It 
acted well in seven of the cases of insomnia, and in both of the 
cases of nervous irritability. It had a temporary anodyne effect. 
The drug has an undoubtedly hypnotic and feeble anodyne effect. 
It is not so powerful as chloral, but is quite as disagreeable to the 
taste. Dr. Dana also administered it in large doses to a dog. It 
caused sleep, did not much affect the heart, but seriously dis¬ 
turbed the respiration.— Proc. of N. Y. Practitioners' Society, 
June, 1883. 

O. Berger has used paraldehyde in eighty cases. In nineteen, 
sound sleep was produced which lasted several hours ; in forty- 
two, short sleep of one half to two hours followed ; in nineteen, no 
sleep. Bad after-effects were not present, or were slight. The 
pulse was not much affected. Berger thinks it very valuable in 
cases where chloral does not act well .—Breslauer arztl. Zeit., No. 
6, 1883. 

Dr. J. Brown reports having used paraldehyde in several cases. 
In doses of m xxx to xl; it caused sleep. ' The cost and the dis¬ 
agreeable taste were objections.— Brit. Med. Journal. 


Electro-therapeutical Notes. —In a series of articles en¬ 
titled electro-therapeutical notes, Dr. B. Frienenreich reports a 
large number of cases of different forms of neuralgia treated by 
electricity. Success was obtained in about the usual proportion 
of cases. Nothing especially new is stated.— Hospitals- Tidende, 
Nos 16, 17, 18, 1883. 


Galvanism in the Treatment of Hemicrania. —Dr. Gas- 
parini reports successful results in the treatment of migraine by 
galvanization of the neck. Others have used this method, which 
on the whole is not a very promising one.— Gaz. degli Ospitali, 
May 30, 1883. 



